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Three Centuries  
of Peonies  
at Stonecrop
At the exposed northern end 
of the new Systematic Order 
Beds are two otherwise unas-
suming triangles of garden, 
which in late May and early 
June burst into vibrant colour. 
These beds are filled with old-
fashioned herbaceous peonies 
in every shade from pure, 
glowing white through soft, 
shell pink and peachy salmon 
to vivid magenta and deep, 
blood red. All were grown 
from small, two or three eyed 
bare-root plants, planted in 
the fall of 2003 into well prepared and manured 
beds. Then, apart from the occasional weeding, 
summer irrigation and a good layer of mulch in the 
fall, they were pretty much left to their own devices. 
The display of blooms this spring was truly spec-
tacular, drawing in visitors to view the more than 50 
different varieties of herbaceous Paeonia lactiflora 
hybrids. 

The collection is divided into two sections 
between European-bred cultivars and those raised 
in North America. The European peonies are 
mainly French varieties dating from the mid to 
late 19th century, characterized by large, mostly 
double blooms in soft pastel shades with an often 
sweet and musky fragrance. These aristocrats of the 
peony world have such wonderfully classical-sound-
ing names as ‘Festiva Maxima’ or ‘Edulis Superba’, 
as well the mellifluous French of ‘Mons. Martin 
Cahuzac’, ‘Souvenir de Louis Bigot’ and ‘Duchesse 
de Nemours’ to name but a few.

Most of the peonies bred in the United States 
were developed in the first half of the twentieth 

Early spring in the Flower Garden, a tulip moment.

It’s That Time of Year Again: 
The 16th Annual Members’ 
Garden Party
1 p.m.–5 p.m.,  
September 8, 2007

When Stonecrop opens to the public 
in April, the garden has just begun to 
shine. Spring ephemerals light up the 
woodland. Alpines sparkle in troughs, 
on raised beds and the rock ledge. 
Tulips ignite the first brilliant color 
in the Flower Garden, and Wisteria 
floribunda shimmers on the Wisteria 
Pavilion. Summer brings wave after 
wave of garden delights to Stonecrop 
visitors —too many to count. For 
the staff, however, the season is a 
jumble of work, dotted with a few 
sublime moments to stop and smell 
the roses. But early each September 
comes the event that the staff, our 
members, and the garden itself have 
been waiting for and working toward: 
the annual Members’ Garden Party, 
when Stonecrop becomes a lush, 
otherworldly paradise. 

The tradition of fêting our members 
started when Stonecrop opened to 
the public in 1992. On September 
8, 2007, from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m., we 
would once again like to bring the 
Stonecrop family together for a day 
of celebration when the garden is at 
its splendid peak. While contests and 
choice raffle prizes call out to those 
who are game, the real treat is the 
garden walk. Over 500 plants will be 
labeled. Guests receive a keyed list to 
study and annotate as they discover 
new plants for their own wish lists. 
The garden never fails to perform 
for its loyal members, and stars such 
as Dahlia ‘Crazy Legs’, Kirengeshoma 
palmata, and Pycnanthemum muticum 
anxiously wait to be admired. At the 
end of the afternoon, members find 
refreshments in the Conservatory, 
as well as intern and staff research 
projects on display, and the much-
anticipated raffle outside on the lawn. 

This is not a day to be missed, as our 
long-time members will attest. If you 
are not yet a member, but would 
like to partake in the September 
festivities (or help support this unique 
twelve-acre garden and school of 
practical horticulture), Stonecrop 
membership forms can be found in 
this newsletter, online at our website 
(www.stonecrop.org), or at the 
garden itself. We can’t wait to have 
you join us!  

Amy Pelletier, Staff Horticulturist

century in response to a growing demand from the 
florist trade for long-stemmed cut peony flowers. 
These are usually double flowered with strong, 
brightly coloured blooms and perhaps less fragrance 
than their older European counterparts. Cultivars 
we have include such old-time favourites as rosy red 
‘Kansas’, rich crimson ‘Mary Brand’ and deep rose 
pink ‘Martha Bullock’. We also have a few speci-
mens of more modern peony breeding which has 
emphasized unusual flower colours and a more open 
“Japanese” or even simple single-flowered form. This 
can be seen in the spectacular bowl-shaped peach 
flowers of ‘Coral Charm’, the delicate white petals 
of ‘Silver Shell’ and the deep cerise-red blooms of 
‘Roland’, the latter developed as recently as 2003!

Many of these superb peonies can be found at 
retail with a bit of searching. Stonecrop suggests 
www.peonygarden.com. Fall is the time to plant 
peonies, and with little effort, these classic beauties 
will delight with increasing charms year after year.

—MichaelHagen,StaffHorticulturist

Paeonia ‘Duchesse de Nemours’ Paeonia ‘Silver Shell’



Director’s Notes
Dear Members and Friends,

I am pleased to announce that much has been accomplished 
at Stonecrop during the first half of 2007. Although the season 
started cool and rainy, a record number of guests have visited 
since we opened in April. Our membership has also experienced 
a 20% increase over last year at this time. Further, you have 
in hand the second issue of our newsletter, which we send to 
approximately 2,800 readers as part of our expanding educa-
tional efforts. 

Several new events have been added to the Stonecrop 
schedule. The season began early with Spring Open House 
Week following our annual Spring Open House for members 
on March 24th. This special week provided an opportunity for 
non-members and members alike to tour the greenhouses at 
a time when only staff typically enjoys the exotic display. Also 
new are the evening garden walks. On the third Friday of each 
month, the gardens are open until dusk and a self-guided tour is 
offered, featuring upwards of fifty plants at their peak. In April, 
Stonecrop hosted an alpine plant sale of our own offerings as 
well as those from three notable alpine nurseries from Canada 
and Maine. This successful event revitalized a long associa-
tion with the North American Rock Garden Society (NARGS) 
and brought rock garden enthusiasts from far and wide to the 
garden. The sale will now become an annual event.

The garden has been pleasantly filled with guests in June 
and July. Many new visitors have discovered Stonecrop through 
a host of articles—including a feature in the NewYorkTimes 
—and the accolades of previous guests. Whilst enjoying our 
visitors, we have been hard at work in the garden and preparing 
for our Annual Members’ Garden Party on Saturday, September 
8th. My colleagues and I look forward to seeing each and every 
one of you quite soon at Stonecrop so we may personally express 
our gratitude for your support.

—Caroline Burgess, Director

2007 Stonecrop Interns
Molly Freeman
Since 2002, Stonecrop and the Philipstown Garden Club (Garden 
Club of America) have partnered to offer an annual summer 
internship that provides exposure, education and experience in 
the field of practical horticulture, as well as valuable job skills to 
one local high school student each season. This year’s intern, Molly 
Freeman, is a junior at O’Neill High School in Highland Falls who 
also plays soccer and lacrosse, and runs track. 

Chris Keil 
Chris is earning his Master’s Degree in Landscape Architecture 
at Cornell University. As a summer intern at Stonecrop, he is 
augmenting his design education with additional horticultural 
studies. An avid outdoorsman, Chris’s hobbies include hiking and 
fly-fishing. When asked what sparked his fervor for plants, Chris 
recalled observing a flowering Eriogonum sp. at an elevation of 
10,000 feet while backcountry skiing down the east face of Mt. 
Shasta on the 4th of July. 

Yuji Nakahashi
Yuji came to Stonecrop with a varied background ranging from 
music to automotive repair and restoration. While a sales associate 
at Rohsler’s Allendale Nursery, he expanded his plant knowledge 
and discovered his true passion. Yuji’s interest in digital photog-
raphy is helpful as he spends much of his spare time exploring 
Stonecrop and identifying new plants. 

John van Bladel 
John will receive a Bachelor of Technology in Plant Science at 
SUNY Cobleskill upon completion of his internship at Stonecrop. 
He has a degree in psychology and has taught at several commu-
nity colleges. John’s lifelong interest in horticulture began with 
vegetable gardening. He is particu-
larly fond of heirloom perennials 
and studies both the plants and the 
era in which they were popular. 
When not gardening, woodwork-
ing or studying history, John 
tends his llamas at his home near 
Schenectady. 
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Stonecrop’s mission is to uphold and 
demonstrate the highest standards 

of horticultural practice and to 
promote the use of such standards 

among amateur and professional 
gardeners through aesthetic displays 

and educational programs.

Stonecrop Gardens

Caroline Burgess, Cholmondeley  
(the resident Cairn Terrier) and 
Intern John van Bladel in the 
Flower Garden.

Stonecrop 
Interns (from 
the left: John 
van Bladel, Yuji 
Nakahashi, and 
Chris Keil) on 
a field trip to 
the Institute 
of Ecosystem 
Studies, 
Millbrook, NY.
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G a r d e n  n o t e s
Spring Under Glass  
Members’ Preview Party
March 24, 2007

Stonecrop Superintendent and expert trough maker, 
Steve Johnson demonstrates his craftsmanship at a 
mini-workshop during the Spring Open House.

Staff Horticulturist Amy 
Pelletier, above, chats with 
guests during the Members’ 
Preview Party. At this indoor 
sales bench, Amy offered choice 
alpines, miniature troughs, and 
a range of other treats, as well 
as timely gardening advice.

Members 
Eileen and 
Victor Whitney 
investigate the 
tiny treasures 
of the Pit 
House.

With snow on the 
ground, it was 
Spring Under Glass 
at Stonecrop! 
Members enjoy the 
warm pleasures of 
the Conservatory 
during the Preview 
Party.

Spring  
Bulb Walk
May 12, 2007

A Narcissus display in  
the Potting Shed.

Stonecrop’s Bulb Lawn 
alight with an array 
of Narcissus hybrids. 
Amelanchier canadensis, 
or Shad Blow, shimmers 
in the background.

Caroline Burgess leads 
a group of intrepid 
Stonecrop members on 
a blustery and beautiful 
Spring Bulb Walk.

Remington Stealer, our registered American 
Quarter Horse and supplier of superb manure, 
celebrated his 21st birthday in April. Here in 
birthday braids, Rem shares carrot cake with 
Caroline Burgess.

Guest check in at 
Stonecrop, left, 
during the Secret 
Gardens Tour on 
June 16. Featuring  
12 gardens in 
Putnam County, 
the tour benefited 
PARC, a local group 
working for people 
with disabilities.

Stonecrop Snippets

An in-house garden 
walk, right, a 
regular bonus for 
Stonecrop staff and 
volunteers. From 
the left, Interns Yuji 
Nakahashi and John 
van Bladel, Volunteer 
Debbie Cashara, 
Staff Horticulturists 
Michael Hagen and 
Amy Pelletier (front).

Stonecrop is a sponsor of the Cold Spring 
Farmer’s Market, where our informational 
booth was ably manned by Amy Pelletier and 
Cholmondeley.

The tropical flora of the End House surrounds 
Stonecrop members Karen Stein and Don Dempsey.
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Potting Shed

The second in a three-part series  
on the early history of Stonecrop

Frank Cabot’s Stonecrop 
Reminiscences: Rex Murfitt 
and Stonecrop Nurseries
In the late 1950s, after building our house at Stonecrop, 
we were living in the city and gardening on weekends, 
bringing up seedlings raised by Anne under lights in 
a defunct maid’s room in our New York apartment. 
As we settled into the house and the garden grew, it 
became imperative to have someone living on the prop-
erty, but the twenty acres of arable land was too small 
to justify a viable farm. 

In that era the principal nursery propagating 
alpine plants in the Greater New York area was Walter 
Kolaga’s Mayfair Nurseries in New Jersey. When we 
learned that Kolaga was closing Mayfair, we decided 
to establish a nursery for alpines at Stonecrop and 
thereby have someone on the premises throughout 
the year. Through the American Rock Garden Society 
grapevine we learned that Rex Murfitt, who had worked 
for a number of years at the well-known Ingwersen 
nursery at Gravetye, William Robinson’s estate at East 
Grinstead in Sussex, was then living in Victoria, B.C. 
and might be interested in getting back into the propa-
gation of alpines.

In the spring of 1960 Rex and his wife Ruth came 
east for a visit and Stonecrop Nurseries was conceived. 
Sites were chosen and plans initiated to build a house 
for the Murfitts (now known as the “Bothy”), as well 
as a Potting Shed with greenhouses attached for the 
nursery. We pledged that the buildings would be func-
tional by the time the Murfitts returned in October. 
(George Hickey, our architect, finally got his tower 
on the property in the form of a Potting Shed.) One 
greenhouse was designated to be the Alpine House. 
An extensive saxifrage collection imported from 
Ingwersen’s soon arrived along with a wide variety 
of sempervivum, a favorite genus of Rex’s. Stonecrop 
Nurseries was off and running, in due course offering 
a broad selection of choice alpines to enthusiasts in the 
region as well as by mail order around the country. 

Rex first built a low raised bed for alpines that ran 
the length of the Potting Shed, using rounded boulders 
from a perimeter stone wall that had been removed to 
make room for the new structures. On either side of 
another stone wall, Rex built alpine beds that ran paral-
lel to the new greenhouses with an L-shaped extension, 
taking advantage of a bit of protruding rock ledge and 
framing a low, raised island bed adjacent to one of the 
greenhouses. On the opposite side of said wall from 
the potting shed, Rex built a large island bed—some 
fifty feet square that levelled the slope between the 
potting shed and the ground behind the greenhouses. 
There, a roadway linked the nursery and the Murfitts’ 
new house, which was set at the edge of the woodland 
and soon screened by plantings of white pines and 

other conifers. There was ample room to start an alpine 
garden.

The deep benches in the Alpine House were made of 
asbestos (whose adverse effects were not yet well publi-
cized) and are still serviceable nearly fifty years later. 
Filled with gravelly sand and dampened, they provide 
the ideal plunge bed for shallow clay pots planted with 
choice alpines that would not necessarily survive in an 
outdoor setting. In the center bench of the new Alpine 
House we elected to create a display of tufa acquired 
from Ilion Gorge in upstate New York with a perma-
nent planting of temperamental alpines that would not 
survive the hot and humid summers of the Hudson 
Valley. My uncle Pat Morgan, an artist and keen 
gardener, happened to be spending the weekend with 
us and contributed greatly to the effective placement of 
the blocks of tufa in which holes were soon drilled and 
filled with alpines that are still there today.

Slowly but surely a collection of alpines, almost all 
acquired from the U.K., was established. Many of the 
choicer slow-growing “buns” are still thriving in their 
clay pots, notably the aretian gypsophilas from the 
Caucasus and various drabas from around the world, 
even if their longevity has resulted in a rather huddled, 
cheek-by-jowl setting. Other species have waxed 
and waned with saxifrages and, particularly, alpine 
European primulas putting on a reliable show in March. 
In the 1970s we refrigerated one of the benches in the 
alpine house and added an air conditioner to mitigate 
the consequences of the muggs of July and August. The 
concept was derived from a conversation with the late, 
great Tom Everett of the New York Botanical Garden 
who pointed out that alpines often roasted in the hot 
summer sun in their native montane habitat but, invari-
ably, cooled off at night. Therefore it made sense to keep 
the roots cool to the extent possible.

Rex next added a sunken pit house comparable to 
those he had worked with at Ingwersen’s nursery where 
only the glass roof lights were above ground thereby 
facilitating temperature control in all seasons. This 

Alpines continue to flourish in Rex Murfitt’s raised  
beds, with the Potting Shed tower standing guard.

The oriental-style  
pavilion

Stonecrop Nurseries
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Alpine beds Currie Cabot (left) and Richard 
Rowlands circa 1958.

Clerodendrum  
trichotomum 
 Common name: Harlequin Glorybower
 Family: Verbenaceae
 Country oF origin: Eastern China and Japan

Plant Profile

Each year, around the middle of July, a 
stream of guests at Stonecrop return to 
the potting shed to ask a question like 
“There is a large shrub near the Wisteria 
Pavilion. It has white flowers and smells 
heavenly. What is it?” As mid-August 
approaches, the questions turn to “What 
is the shrub beside the Wisteria Pavilion 
that has bright pink fruit with a blue 
center?”

The shrub in question is Clerodendrum 
trichotomum, otherwise known as 
the Harlequin Glorybower. Part of the 
Verbenaceae family, C. trichotomum is 
a deciduous, suckering shrub that can 

grow anywhere from ten to twenty 
feet tall. Native to the mountain slopes 
of Eastern China and Japan, this shrub 
should be grown in sun to part shade 
and requires moist, well-drained soil. 
Most sources insist that it is only hardy to 
Zone 6, but here at Stonecrop Gardens, it 
thrives at Zone 5. 

While unassuming in spring, C. tricho-
tomum comes to life in midsummer. 
Intensely fragrant white flowers cover 
the shrub in July—each 1 to 1.5 inches 
wide with long stamens. Flowers and 
fruit often occur at the same time. As 
the flowers fade, showy rose red calyxes 

covering bright blue fruit persist, making 
for a long, lovely summer display. 

Taken from the Greek, klero, “chance,” 
and dendron, “tree,” the word 
Clerodendrum alludes to the unpredict-
able medicinal properties of plants in 
this genus. The leaves of the Harlequin 
Glorybower are the most medicinally 
valuable part of the plant. Dark green, 
soft and hairy to the touch, they are 
aromatic when bruised, smelling rather 
like peanut butter. C. trichotomum leaves 
can be used externally in the treatment 
of dermatitis and internally for the 
treatment of hypertension, rheumatoid 

arthritis, joint pain, numbness and 
paralysis.

Clerodendrum trichotomum is easily 
propagated from seed and we offer 
it each year on our Index Seminum. 
The mature plant can be obtained 
from Forest Farm and Whitman Farms 
of Oregon, and a few other specialty 
nurseries. This choice shrub would be 
a fine addition to any summer garden. 
Hopefully the aptly named Harlequin 
Glorybower will find its way into more 
gardens as its glories become more 
widely celebrated.

—Amy Pelletier, Staff Horticulturist

Clerodendrum  
trichotomum in fruit

Clerodendrum 
trichotomum in flower

The Greater Perfection 
by Frank Cabot
“One of the best books ever 
written about the making  
of a garden by its creator.”  
—The Oxford Companion  
to Gardens, 2006

This award-winning book about 
Les Quatre Vents, a garden 
created by the Cabots along the 
St. Lawrence River in Quebec, 
may be purchased online at 
www.hortuspress.com

The stables, barn and 
nursery garage under 
construction

westernmost garden house expanded into a combina-
tion stable, barn and nursery garage, converting what 
had been a square into a larger rectangle, the site of the 
present-day Flower Garden. An allée of flowering cher-
ries (Prunus subhirtella autumnalis—and no longer 
extant) had been established outside the tall perimeter 
fence surrounding the vegetable garden, opposite an 
allée of sugar maples. A collection of mostly shrub 
roses had become established within it along with a 
variety of trees and shrubs. A twelve-foot square orien-
tal-style open pavilion, acquired from a neighbouring 
exhibit at the last flower show held in Grand Central 
Palace was incorporated into a corner of this new space 
and, in due course, became the frame and setting for 
the ultimate in raised beds—filled with gravel some 
forty inches deep. Choice plants loved the gravelly 
root run and to our delight a seedling of Mertensia 
maritima, a blue-flowering, diminutive treasure with a 
three-foot tap root found occasionally in beaches along 
the St. Lawrence, actually bloomed.

The mail order nursery lasted about six years until 
Rex and his family, pining for a more moderate climate, 
returned to British Columbia. We missed them sorely, 
as did some of the more temperamental alpines.

—FrankCabot

in turn was filled with primula, 
species cyclamen and dwarf bulbs, 
the beginning of a collection which, 
under Caroline Burgess’ direction, 
has burgeoned significantly over the 
years, providing color and botanical 
interest from November through 
April.

During the first half of the 1960s Stonecrop was 
a regular exhibitor at the New York Flower Show 
in Grand Central Palace and, one year exhibited 
in the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society Show in 
Philadelphia, generating considerable interest in alpine 
plants there as a consequence. It was a complex and 
major (although satisfying) effort to exhibit and to 
ensure that the alpines were coming into full bloom 
at that early date. Rocks and soil all had to be hauled 
to the exhibition hall and mounted on staging so that 
when the potted alpines were plunged and the whole 
dressed with gravel it became a reasonably natural 
setting. 

By the mid 1960s the perennial beds near the 
house were maturing and the enclosed area between 
the house and the two little garden houses had been 
extended to the potting shed and greenhouses, with the 
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whose flowers face upward and bloom in various 
shades of blue, mauve and pink. More unusual is Scilla 
mischtschenkoana, formerly known as S. tubergiana, 
a Stonecrop favourite that begins to bloom as it is 
pushing itself slowly out of the ground with showier, 
larger flowers of the palest blue and a dark stripe.

A Turkish native, Chionodoxa is also known as 
Glory of the Snow (Chion means “snow” and doxa 
means “glory”). Stonecrop grows four different forms 
of Chionodoxa. The most common of the four and 
the one with the largest flowers is C. luciliae, or 
“Large Lucy” as we affectionately call her. The one-
inch flowers are lavender blue with prominent white 
centres. Alas, Lucy’s name has now been changed to C. 
forbesii. C. luciliae ‘Alba’ and C. ‘Pink Giant’ are white 
and pink respectively. C. sardensis is the smallest of 
the bunch. Its bright gentian blue flowers have a lighter 
centre, and each stem has eight to twelve flowers held 
together tightly.

Puschkinia, or “Striped Squill,” is named after the 
eighteenth-century century Russian, Count Apollo 
Apollosovich Mussin-Pushkin, who collected the 
plant from the Caucasus in 1805. Puschkinia has 
only one species, P. scilloides with the specific variant 
libanotica. P. scilloides var. libanotica has clusters of 
the palest blue flowers with a dark blue stripe on each 
petal. P. scilloides var. libanotica ‘Alba’ is an equally 
attractive white form. Puschkinia also exudes a 
wonderful, spicy fragrance. 

In spring, these adaptable bulbs form bright 
carpets in our Woodland, in the full sun of our well-
manured Flower Garden, and in our well-drained Rock 
Garden. Scilla, Chionodoxa, and Puschkinia are also 
pest and deer resistant. While small in stature (all are 
less than eight inches tall), these bulbs have great pres-
ence and will certainly become a favourite once they 
find a place in your garden.

Puschkinia scilloides  
var. libanotica

Chionodoxa forbesii 
(formerly C. luciliae)

Minor Bulbs are Anything But!
Just as the asters in the Flower Garden start to show 
their colours, the first fall bulb catalogues arrive, 
tempting gardeners everywhere as we begin to 
plan for the year to come. At Stonecrop we planted 
approximately 22,000 bulbs last year, a number that 
has reached well over 40,000 in the past. Three small 
but mighty bulbs are always found on our deliriously 
long bulb list: Scilla,ChionodoxaandPuschkinia. 
Otherwise known as Squill, Glory of the Snow and 
Striped Squill, they cover the ground with rivers of 
bright blue, pink, white, and light blue blossoms, and 
always attract admiring attention from our early 
spring visitors. 

Part of the Hyacinthaceae family, these bulbs 
enjoy similar cultural conditions. They thrive under 
deciduous shrubs, benefiting from the warm spring 
sun and cool summer shade, and are equally content 
in short grass or rock gardens. Most naturalize freely. 
Scilla, Chionodoxa and Puschkinia are of differ-
ent genera, but at a glance they can be misidentified 
because of general similarities. Here is a basic guide to 
the distinctions: Scilla has a one-sided raceme, with 
downward facing flowers, stamens that are free, and 
no cup; Chionodoxa has a lax, multi-branched raceme 
of typically ten upward-facing flowers with prominent 
white centres, and a central cup; and Puschkinia is the 
palest of the blues, the flowers are striped, the spikes 
are dense, and it has a central cup.

Scilla or Squill means “to wound or harm,” a term 
used by Hippocrates in reference to the roots which 
are said to contain a violent poison. This genus of 
over 90 species originated in South Africa, Asia and 
Europe. The most common Scilla used in the garden is 
Scilla siberica, or the Siberian Squill. S. siberica forms 
one flower spike of up to six hanging bell-shaped 
flowers all facing in one direction. The flowers are 
bright blue with prominent green ovaries and striking 
dark blue anthers. Another Scilla to covet is S. bifolia, 

Scilla mischtschenkoana 
(formerly S. tubergiana)
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The Systematic Order Beds  
at Stonecrop—A Library  
Of Living Plants
Over the past few years curious visitors have found 
themselves drawn towards the northwestern corner 
of the gardens. Here in a windswept one-third-acre 
site formerly used as a horse-exercising ring, we have 
created our Systematic Order Beds, the long-held 
dream of Caroline Burgess. Construction started in 
2003 with the installation of proper drainage and 
water pipes. A rich mixture of equal parts compost, 
topsoil, and manure was then brought in to create  
40 beds, each measuring 8' by 4', organized around 
a T-shaped pergola built with sturdy 6" cedar wood 
posts. Tough, old-fashioned shrub roses encircle the 
entire area, Stonecrop’s newest study centre.

Systematic order beds have been a feature of 
botanical gardens since their earliest days. Plants, like 
every other living thing, are assigned to families based 
on structural similarities. Identification of the proper 
family is the first step in the complete identification 
of any plant. As a result, order 
beds are important teaching 
tools that enable students 
to study actual plants and 
their families in an organized 
fashion. The Italian university 
cities of Padua, Pisa, Bologna, 
and Florence had the first 
order beds dating to the mid-
sixteenth century. By the end 
of the seventeenth century, 
botanical gardens had spread 
to Britain and been established 
in Oxford, Edinburgh, and 
Chelsea. It was not until the 
late 1860s that Sir Joseph 
Hooker, director of the Royal 
Botanic Gardens at Kew, and 
George Bentham, another 
distinguished Kew botanist, 
devised a complex layout of beds to illustrate relation-
ships between various plant families in the Order Beds 
at Kew. 

Whilst Stonecrop’s Order Beds draw inspiration 
from the overall Kew design, ours is a more modest 
undertaking. Instead of their 126 beds, we have only 
40, but some monocot families have been added, such 
as grasses, irises and lilies. Like RBG Kew, we have a 
wooden pergola over the main pathways, but in addi-
tion to climbing roses, Stonecrop’s is festooned in 
various ornamental vines, representing other plant 
families. Rather than use the complex taxonomic 
layout of Bentham and Hooker, we opted for a simple 
alphabetic arrangement of plant families for ease of 

location. Modern cladistic studies (hypothesizing 
relationships amongst organisms by reconstructing 
evolutionary trees) and advanced DNA research have 
begun to cause dramatic revisions in our understand-
ing of the botanical relationships both within and 
between different plant families. Our decision has been 
to stay for now with a Linnaean binomial classification, 
providing visitors and interns with a basic grounding 
in the principles of taxonomy and plant identification.

One of the most difficult problems we faced was 
the selection of plant families to represent, as the total 

number of families is between 
350 and 520, depending on 
whom you ask. The rigours 
of our windy Zone 5 location 
limited our choices consider-
ably, as the majority of plant 
families are concentrated in 
the tropics where biologi-
cal diversity is most prolific. 
In addition, non-flowering 
plants such as ferns, cycads, 
and conifers as well as plant 
families represented only by 
large trees or shrubs have 
been passed over in favour of 
herbaceous flowering plants 
that will thrive in our rugged 
growing conditions. 

As you might expect, the 
selection of individual plants 

is an ongoing process of evaluation and revision. We 
remove or divide and re-plant vigorous specimens 
that are crowding out other less robust plants. We 
search for hardier species of usually tender plants and 
experiment with otherwise shade-loving species on our 
sunny site. To remain true to our mission of scientific 
education in the Order Beds, only pure species are 
allowed here, whereas horticultural hybrids and culti-
vars abound elsewhere, where aesthetic merits are of 
greater import. 

Creating and managing the Systematic Order 
Beds has proved a challenging and often experimental 
process, but we are proud to be sharing this age-old 
method of horticultural education with the public.

Members of Wellesley College Friends of 
Horticulture tour the Order Beds. Guided tours 
have been given several times each week this 
season to groups including the Garden Club of 
America’s History and Design Committee, the 
Detroit Garden Center, and Callaway Gardens.

The Systematic Order Beds seen from above.

Dr. Richard Lighty tries  
his hand at Toss the  
Wellie during a Garden 
Conservancy Board  
meeting held at Stonecrop.

Offerings at the alpine 
plant sale co-sponsored 
by Stonecrop and the 
North American Rock 
Garden Society in April.



Stonecrop Gardens Membership Benefits

Stonecrop Gardens A twelve-acre paradise for the plant enthusiast

M Join Us for Our 1�th Annual  
Members’ Garden Party!
1 p.m.–5 p.m., September 8, 2007

M Evening Garden Walks
5 p.m.–dusk, August 17, September 21 & October 19

M Trough-Making Workshop
9 a.m.–12 p.m., October 20 & 21

Call8��-2��-2000tobecomeaStonecropmember
ormakereservationsforanyofourupcomingprograms.

Stonecrop Gardens
81 Stonecrop Lane
Cold Spring, New York 10516

Printed on 100% recycled paper

Membership offers free access to this 12-acre paradise 
for horticultural enthusiasts, as well as invitations to 
special events and discounts on lectures, workshops, 
seeds and plants. Most importantly, membership in 
Stonecrop supports these remarkable gardens and the 
School of Practical Horticulture, which provides train-
ing to both professional and amateur gardeners.

Stonecrop members share a passion for plants and 
gardens, and their enthusiasm and support are the 
lifeblood of this special place. Benefits for specific 
membership levels are as follows:

Individual $35
•	 Free admission for one to Stonecrop Gardens.
•	 Free admission for one to the Spring Open House and 

the Fall Garden Party.
•	 A complimentary subscription to our semi-annual 

newsletter, containing practical information like 
plant profiles and articles on appropriate horticul-
tural techniques; as well as features on various collec-
tions and components of the garden; staff, intern and 
alumni profiles; and coverage of special events. The 
newsletter is truly an insider’s guide to Stonecrop. 

•	 Discounted admission to lectures and workshops 
held at Stonecrop.

•	 A free copy upon request of the annual Index Seminum, 
a carefully annotated description of hundreds of 
plants grown at Stonecrop from which seeds are 
collected and made available to the public on a very 
limited basis.

•	 Reduced prices on seeds from the Index Seminum, and 
a 10% discount on plants from the sales bench.

•	 Reciprocal benefits at over 100 other public gardens 
throughout the United States.

 Tax-deductible amount of contribution $35

Family/Dual $50
• All of the above benefits for two adults and children 

under 18 living at the same address.
 Tax-deductible amount of contribution $50

Charter $100
All of the above benefits plus:
• Free admission to the Spring Bulb Walk, Wine & 

Cheese. 
• 10 free packets of seed selected from the Index 

Seminum.
 Tax-deductible amount of contribution $90

Sponsor $250
All of the above benefits plus:
• A total of 10 free packets of seed selected from the 

Index Seminum and 5 free packets from the Index 
Rarium.

 Tax-deductible amount of contribution $230

Stonecrop Society
Members of the Stonecrop Society (Patrons, Fellows 
and Benefactors) enjoy all of the above benefits plus: 

• A private guided tour of the garden for up to 10 
people.

• Free admission for two to a Stonecrop workshop or 
lecture (or one segment of a multi-part program).

• Guests admitted with you free each time you visit 
Stonecrop.

• Bonus plants available at the Fall Garden Party.
• Borrowing privileges for Stonecrop’s extensive 

garden library.

Stonecrop Patron $500
 Tax-deductible amount of contribution $415

Stonecrop Fellow $1000
Additional membership benefits for Stonecrop Fellows 
include:
• Personal Plant Desiderata—If Stonecrop has a plant 

you want, we will attempt to propagate it for you.
• Plant Finder Service—Stonecrop will locate a source 

for a plant you desire.
• Ability to rent Stonecrop for small-scale weekday 

daytime events.
 Tax-deductible amount of contribution $915

Stonecrop Benefactor $5000
Additional membership benefits for Stonecrop 
Benefactors include:
• Ability to rent Stonecrop for small-scale events 

including evenings and weekends.
 Tax-deductible amount of contribution $4915

Stonecrop Gardens is a tax-exempt organization 
under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. 
Membership contributions are tax-deductible to the 
full extent allowed by law.


